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The Communion Table Worship Gathering

The Communion Table Worship Gathering is a simple gathering designed to hold in your own home.  Invite a dozen people or so, whatever number is comfortable for your home.  Your rooms form a pathway through the story of God.  The Communion table is Christ’s invitation to all people, to join Him in relationship and redemptive mission.  Jesus and His table are the focus of the gathering.  Prepare a challah bread ahead of time and put in the oven as the worship gathering begins, filling the house with the fragrance of bread.  

The first room is the Story Room, the place of retelling the stories contained in Scriptures, possibly through short dramatic readings. Other artistic ways of retelling God’s story can be used with thought given to culture and age relevancy.  

The Preparation Room is your kitchen.  The Challah Bread is removed from the oven and grape juice poured into cups for each person.  Jesus’ words from John 36 and discussion about the symbolism of the bread and wine is facilitated by the host. 

Your dining table, is the setting for the Table Room.  In fellowship, join together with God and each other.  For believers, remember Christ’s redemptive work.  For unbelievers, it is a time of further invitation into relationship with God and with believers.  Clearly give unbelievers the choice to fully participate or not.

Borrow from Shabbat and have candles for every person.  The wife lights the first candle, symbolizing her role of bringing spiritual light into the home.  Each person then lights their candle from hers and sets it onto the table, symbolizing light coming into the world through them.  The husband reads the story of Jesus’ Passover meal, and guides everyone through taking the bread and grape juice together.

People then return to the family room, now the Relationship Room, to fellowship together.  Small desserts and beverages are provided to the guests. The evening is closed by prayer.  

The Purpose

Our gathering’s purpose is to deepen relationships with God and to each other, and to retell God’s story to believers and unbelievers through artful expressions and relational activities revolving around Communion.  

Demographic of Attendees

This is a missional worship gathering so a mix of believers and unbelievers is desired to develop relationships with unbelievers and stimulate discussion about God.

Environment for Gathering

Your home is the preferred place for this worship gathering, as it is a neutral location for unbelievers and will allow relationships to develop.

Sample Worship Gathering

Welcome people

Eden, Adam and Eve, God, perfect fellowship

Sin, own way, rebel, separation from God who is essence of pure good

Communion, God’s salvific work through history, rescue, redeem, reconcile, restore

Commit, devote, relationship, God, people, mission, all of Creation

The Story Room

The Creation Story 

http://www.gieson.com/Library/projects/animations/creation/index.html

http://www.ignitermedia.com/products/ib/singles/289/IB02-spacecountdown

Creation story from children’s Bible stories or Genesis 1,2


Song - God of Wonders


The Story of the Passover - a story of rescue (Genesis 7 - 12)


Video - http://www.history.com/content/passover/video - History of Passover


Reading of John 1:29 - Jesus, the Lamb of God


Song - Freedom (Where the Spirit of the Lord is) - Larson


The Story of God’s invitation to all men

Dramatize, with guests, Luke 14:15 - 24 The Parable of the Great Banquet 


Reading of John 3:16

The Preparation Room


Gather in the kitchen, remove the Challah from the oven and pour grape juice 
into cups for each person.  


Read from John 6:35 - Jesus the Bread of Life.  

The Table Room


Place a candle for each person on the table.  Place the bread in the center.  Place 
a cup of grape juice for each guest by each candle.  Everyone gathers around 
the table


The wife reads John 1:1 - 4, lights the candle in the center of the table.  The 
husband breaks the bread and passes it down and reads Matthew 26:26.  Take 
the bread together.  Read 
Matthew 26:27-28 and drink the grape juice together.


Song - Here I Am to Worship

Relationship Room


Return to the Story Room, now called the Relationship Room, for discussion and 
light desserts and beverages.


Close with prayer.
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